
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks E707 May 3, 2006 
Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues here in 

the U.S. House of Representatives to join me 
in paying tribute to the memory of Howard 
Zerangue and in offering our deepest condo-
lences to his wife, Ruth Manuel Zerangue; his 
mother, Winnie Meche Zerangue; his daugh-
ters, Mona Manteris and Debbie Sealy; his 
sons, Howard Jr., Keith, Neal, Harold and 
Darryl Zerangue; 21 grandchildren; and five 
great-grandchildren. 

f 

HONORING STEPHAN L. WALTERS 

HON. RON LEWIS 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 3, 2006 

Mr. LEWIS of Kentucky. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to give well-deserved recognition to 
Stephan Walters, an extraordinary soldier, 
teacher and citizen from my Congressional 
District. 

Stephan is currently serving on active duty 
with the U.S. Army Reserves at Fort Knox, 
Kentucky. As Captain, he is responsible for 
training and mentoring a full brigade. He also 
serves as an officer for community outreach, 
equal opportunity, safety and soldier retention. 
Prior to his current assignment, Captain Wal-
ters served for three years as a member of 
the 3rd U.S. Infantry, also known as the Presi-
dential Honor Guard, performing a range of 
ceremonial duties at the White House, Pen-
tagon, and Arlington National Cemetery. 

Captain Walters has also distinguished him-
self in civilian life, earning a bachelor degree 
in social studies and a masters degree in sec-
ondary education from the University of Ken-
tucky, graduating from both programs with 
honors. Walters was a five-year member of 
the University of Kentucky’s football team, 
earning numerous awards and honors for his 
academic and athletic achievements. 

Upon graduation, he accepted a position at 
Jeffersontown High School in Louisville, KY 
teaching history and coaching football and 
track. In 2004, he was nominated by his col-
leagues for the History Teacher of the Year 
Award, a special honor he later received from 
the Kentucky Historical Society. 

It is my great privilege to honor Stephan 
Walters today, before the entire U.S. House of 
Representatives, for his distinguished service 
to his country and his community. His 
unyielding sense of duty and sacrifice rep-
resent the very best of what it means to be an 
American soldier. His achievements as a civil-
ian, especially his dedication to developing 
young minds in the classroom and on the ath-
letic field, are further marks of personal great-
ness. He is a man of exemplary leadership 
and dedication worthy of our collective respect 
and appreciation. 

f 

COVER THE UNINSURED WEEK 

HON. BARBARA LEE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 3, 2006 

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to join 
my colleagues in bringing attention to our Na-
tion’s uninsured. 

As we commemorate Cover the Uninsured 
Week, I would like to say that it is criminal that 

there are over 45 million uninsured people in 
this country, 8 million of them children. 

For a Nation that boasts about being the 
wealthiest in the world and claims liberty and 
justice for all, the fact that we have even one 
person without health insurance is a contradic-
tion and a shame. 

Every single year an estimated 18,000 peo-
ple die because they are uninsured and can-
not get the medical care they need. 18,000 
lives lost solely because we as a Nation fail to 
provide a basic human right to those living in 
this country. 

And instead of addressing this crisis head 
on, this Administration and Republican leader-
ship have contributed to increasing numbers 
of uninsured people. 

Mr. Speaker, during the Bush Administration 
the number of uninsured has risen by 6 million 
people. More people are now without health 
insurance than at any point since the Census 
began collecting comparable data in 1987. 

The Republicans prefer politics and profit 
over vulnerable people. It is obvious that con-
sumer driven health plans and cuts to Med-
icaid are not the answer to this problem. 
Health Savings Accounts and Association 
Health Plans provide benefits only to those 
who are rich and healthy. They will do nothing 
to decrease the number of uninsured who are 
typically lower-income and have more health 
problems. 

The increase in the number of uninsured in 
this country also continues to disproportion-
ately affect racial and ethnic minorities. 

Of the over 45 million uninsured, 32.7 per-
cent are Hispanic; 19.7 percent are Black; and 
16.8 percent are Asian. Furthermore, over 25 
percent of the Native American population is 
uninsured. 

Despite this devastating crisis in our Nation, 
we do have a solution. It is universal access 
to quality health care and we must demand it 
for our people and make it a priority of this 
Congress. 

The United States is the only industrialized 
Nation that does not provide some form of uni-
versal access. 

As a co-chair of the National Health Insur-
ance Caucus, I have fought in Congress for 
universal access. That is why I have spon-
sored H.R. 3000, the Josephine Butler United 
States Health Insurance Act and support my 
colleague JOHN CONYERS’ universal health 
care bill, H.R. 676. 

The goal of our legislation is so simple—to 
ensure that all individuals have access, guar-
anteed by law, to the highest quality and most 
cost effective healthcare services regardless 
of their employment, income, or healthcare 
status. 

While I promote universal coverage, I also 
support the Family Care Act, the Medicare 
Early Access Act, and the Small Business 
Health Insurance Promotion Act, 3 bills that, if 
enacted, would provide health insurance to 
half of the uninsured. 

If this nation fails to take action right now, 
the number of uninsured will only continue to 
increase. Currently, national health care 
spending is rising by more than 7 percent per 
year. We all know that as health costs rise, 
more and more people lose their health insur-
ance either because their employer can’t af-
ford it or they can’t pay for it. 

Mr. Speaker, two out of every five or 41 per-
cent of working-age Americans with incomes 
between $20,000 and $40,000 were uninsured 

for at least part of the past year. This is a dra-
matic and rapid increase from 2001 when just 
over one-quarter or 28 percent were unin-
sured. 

In fact, only 19 percent of the uninsured are 
from families with no connection to the work 
force. That means 80 percent of the uninsured 
are working people. People who go to work, 
but cannot afford to obtain health care. We 
can not continue to spread the belief that em-
ployment guarantees access to health insur-
ance. 

If we don’t acknowledge health care as a 
basic human right soon, it will be too late for 
some, and our societies most vulnerable will 
continue to suffer. 

These are the Americans who are too often 
ignored. The uninsured have lived a campaign 
of survival, and deserve a voice today and 
every day on this floor. 

These 45 million people are calling out for 
their government to put people before profit. 
They realize that access to quality health in-
surance or universal health care is essential in 
impacting health outcomes. 

Over 40 percent of the uninsured have no 
regular source of health care and utilize emer-
gency care due to avoiding high cost regular 
visits. 

This situation creates an ongoing cycle of 
adults and children skipping the key preven-
tive medicine steps, like routine check-ups, 
recommended tests, and low-cost treatments. 

By ignoring preventive treatments and not 
addressing the sky-high health costs; we are 
creating sicker people. 

It is a fact that the uninsured are more likely 
than those with insurance to be hospitalized 
for conditions that could have been avoided. 

We are putting our uninsured in the position 
of choosing between dealing with an illness at 
its early and most treatable stage or feeding 
their family. 

Mr. Speaker, the message we must send is 
that universal access to quality health care 
should be provided without discrimination to 
all. 

We must make health care accessible! 
Make health care affordable! Make health care 
a guarantee! 

I encourage all of my colleagues to support 
legislation that will put people before profit in 
our health care system. 

f 

PAYING TRIBUTE TO PATTY, 
DANNIE AND GREG ‘‘GREASER’’ 
BASHAW 

HON. JON C. PORTER 
OF NEVADA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 3, 2006 

Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Patty, Danny and Greg ‘‘Greaser’’ 
Bashaw for their continued support of the Ma-
rine Corps Junior ROTC program of Basic 
High School in Henderson, Nevada. 

The Bashaw family has long been sup-
porters of Basic High School’s Marine Corp 
Junior ROTC program. Several years ago, 
Patty and Greg became involved in the Junior 
ROTC program through their son, Danny, who 
was then enrolled. To assist in the fund raising 
efforts of the program, Patty and Greg had the 
ingenious idea of starting a car show, an idea 
that proved to be very successful. Their per-
sonal belief in the goals and objectives of the 
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program and their son, Danny, joining the 
Army reserve after high school has prompted 
the Bashaw family to continue supporting the 
program in such an outstanding fashion. 

The Bashaw family has a distinguished 
record of service to their country and commu-
nity. Their dedication to their country is most 
evident by the fact that Greg served in the 
Vietnam War and subsequently became an 
active member of the Veterans of Foreign 
Wars Post #3848. Their son, Danny, is cur-
rently keeping America safe by serving in Iraq. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to honor Patty, 
Danny and Greg ‘‘Greaser’’ Bashaw for their 
efforts on behalf of the Basic High School Ma-
rine Junior ROTC program and their dedica-
tion to country and community. The Bashaws 
are truly great Americans who epitomize civic 
pride in their country and a willingness to give 
themselves to furthering the ideas of our 
founding fathers by volunteering to help others. 

f 

RECOGNIZING 58TH ANNIVERSARY 
OF ISRAEL INDEPENDENCE DAY 

SPEECH OF 

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 2, 2006 

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker. I rise today to 
celebrate the fifty-eight years since the found-
ing of the State of Israel. This momentous oc-
casion is not only a joyous day for the people 
of Israel but for all who cherish freedom and 
democracy. 

The people of the United States and the 
people of Israel have an ever-lasting bond 
made even stronger by the events of Sep-
tember 11th. Jewish Americans have made in-
numerable contributions to our nation through-
out its history. Many Jewish Americans also 
became instrumental in the founding of Israel. 
These bonds have been strengthened since 
the events of September 11th. Together with 
Israel and all freedom loving nations, we will 
put an end to the fanaticism of terrorism and 
the threat it poses to the survival of not only 
the United States and Israel, but to other na-
tions as well. 

The need for a safe haven for Jewish peo-
ple across the world is obvious. Persecution of 
Jews was practiced for generations throughout 
Europe and elsewhere. The visionaries who 
founded Israel established this safe haven to 
preserve the lives and culture of one of the 
great peoples and cultures on this Earth. Al-
most sixty years later, they are still fighting to 
preserve their great traditions and culture. But 
Israel has grown and prospered despite the 
relentless and mindless attacks perpetuated 
by the enemies of freedom. It has done so 
with the steadfast support of its friends in the 
United States and I am proud to count myself 
as one of these. 

I want to take this opportunity to recognize 
the leadership of Israel’s Consul General in 
New York, Arye Mekel, and the hard work of 
the Jewish Community Relations Council of 
New York. Arye Mekel has worked tirelessly to 
advocate on the behalf of the State of Israel 
and the Council has provided invaluable as-
sistance to New York City as a whole and the 
New York Jewish Community. 

Mr. Speaker, I join my colleagues in con-
gratulating the State of Israel on its fifty-eighth 

birthday and vow to work hard to ensure that 
the alliance between our two countries con-
tinues to grow. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. DEBORAH PRYCE 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, May 3, 2006 

Ms. PRYCE of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I was un-
able to vote during the following rollcall vote. 
Had I been present, I would have voted as in-
dicated below: 

Rollcall 101, H.R. 4709, the Telephone 
Records and Privacy protection Act (4–27–06), 
I would have voted ‘‘yea.’’ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO DR. WILLIAM K. 
EMERY 

HON. FRED UPTON 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, May 3, 2006 

Mr. UPTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize and pay tribute to Dr. William K. 
Emery. Dr. Emery today will receive the Friend 
of Public Health Award from the Berrien Coun-
ty Health Department for his many decades of 
dedicated service. 

A caring and compassionate third-genera-
tion physician, Dr. Emery served as a family 
practitioner and as medical director for Whirl-
pool Corporation for more than 30 years. Dr. 
Emery, his father and grandfather have pro-
vided more than a century of care to the resi-
dents of Southwest Michigan. After retiring 
from his practice, Dr. Emery continued to 
serve his community as a member of the 
Berrien County Board of Health. 

Dr. Emery is a man of vision and leader-
ship, and brought those skills to bear as a 
member of the Berrien County Board of 
Health. He believes that the key to good 
health is knowledge and prevention. Dr. 
Emery was the driving force behind the Health 
Department’s mission of preventing disease, 
prolonging life, protecting the health of the 
community, and promoting a better quality of 
life for everyone. 

A 1942 graduate of St. Joseph High School, 
Dr. Emery received his medical degree from 
the University of Michigan in 1949 and joined 
the family practice in 1951. 

While his colleagues are recognizing him 
today for his years of service, Dr. Emery’s ex-
emplary service continues. He has been 
named the first Health Board Member emer-
itus by the Berrien County Board of Commis-
sioners, and he is volunteering at a local 
health care facility library. 

Southwest Michigan is a healthier and better 
place because of Dr. William K. Emery. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE 75TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF ST. BERNADINE MED-
ICAL CENTER 

HON. JERRY LEWIS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, May 3, 2006 

Mr. LEWIS of California. Mr. Speaker, I 
would like today to congratulate the medical 

staff and administration of the St. Bernadine 
Medical Center for providing 75 years of top 
quality medical care to the residents of San 
Bernardino County, California. 

When local doctors and community leaders 
laid plans for a new hospital in 1929, they in-
tended it to be modeled after St. Mary’s Hos-
pital in Rochester, Minnesota, home of the 
Mayo Clinic. Led by Dr. Philip Savage and Fa-
ther Patrick Dunn of St. Bernadine Catholic 
Church, they approached the Sisters of Char-
ity of the Incarnate Word in Houston, and the 
Sisters agreed to support a new hospital, pro-
viding a $550,000 investment to get it started. 
A local fund drive brought another $100,000, 
and St. Bernadine Hospital was created. 

During the early years of operation in the 
midst of the Depression, the Sisters often 
would take payment for medical services in 
the form of fruits, nuts and chickens. The origi-
nal 125 beds, five surgical rooms, operating 
theatre and other support facilities served the 
community until the 1950s, when a series of 
expansions began. 

In the past 50 years, the medical center has 
grown to a 463-bed acute-care facility pro-
viding the nearly 2 million residents of San 
Bernardino County with some of the most ad-
vanced technologies and practices in the na-
tion. The 1,400 employees serve thousands of 
patients a year, including 43,000 in the Emer-
gency Department alone. The Five-Star mater-
nal-child health center handles 2,600 births a 
year. 

Most recently, the medical center has estab-
lished the Inland Empire Heart Institute, which 
is ranked as one of the top two hospitals in 
Southern California for heart surgery volume. 
Blue Shield has designated it a Center of Ex-
cellence. The Medical Center is also rated as 
the best in the region for orthopedic care. 

Although it is still sponsored by the Sisters 
of Charity, the medical center is now part of 
Catholic Healthcare West. From Mother Se-
bastian, the hospital’s first administrator in 
1931, to current president Steven Barron and 
board chairman Wilfrid Lemann, the leadership 
of St. Bernadine Medical Center has showed 
devotion to providing the very best health care 
for our community. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you and my col-
leagues join in congratulating St. Bernadine 
Medical Center on their 75-year legacy of top- 
quality medical care, and wish the medical 
staff and administration further success in the 
years to come. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF DR. NED 
DOFFONEY, PRESIDENT OF 
FRESNO CITY COLLEGE FOR HIS 
DEDICATION AND SERVICE 

HON. JIM COSTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, May 3, 2006 

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker. I rise today to 
recognize Dr. Ned Doffoney, President of 
Fresno City College for his dedicated service 
and invaluable commitment to his students 
and his community. 

Dr. Doffoney has had an extensive career 
as leader of numerous community colleges. 
He hails from Louisiana where he was the 
founding President and Chancellor of the 
South Louisiana Community College. Fol-
lowing his time in Louisiana, he moved to 
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